
writing to you from Kampala, Uganda March 2009 

FACTS IN FOCUS  

Ugandan English 

• You have put on weight = 

You look healthy 

• Pick me = give me a ride 

(Come pick me at 8pm.) 

• You are lost = I haven’t 

seen you in a while 

• To supply air = to deliver 

nothing even though you 

are paid 

• Eaten my money = stole 

and spent my money 

(That man was supposed 

to bring me my paycheck 

but he ate my money.) 

• It is too sweet = it’s very 

delicious 

• To bounce = to miss 

someone at their apart-

ment or at an appoint-

ment (I came to pick you 

at 6pm but bounced at 

your house.) 

• To knock = to have your 

car hit by someone or 

something (I was at the 

stop light and a truck 

knocked me.) 

• Smart = well-dressed 

• Sorry = expression of sym-

pathy (The glass slipped 

out of my hand and broke 

and the housekeeper says 

to me, “Sorry.”) 

• Yes please = a polite form 

of yes (Will we see you at 

church this weekend? Yes 

please.)  

FIELD  NOTES 

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  S H A U E N  &  K R I S T A  T R U M P  

headed to Ibanda, about an hour north on a 
good road.   

The new Ibanda church is outside 
the city a little bit but that didn’t 
stop people from coming.  It was 

such a big event that people from 
other denominations in Ibanda 
even came to the dedication.  The 

church was packed.  As visitors 
from Kampala and as their mis-
sionaries on our first visit to 

southwestern Uganda, we were 
treated with great honor.  Sunday 
worship and the dedication for-

malities lasted for hours.  There 
was singing, dancing, and jubila-

tion along with speeches and 
greetings.  After the service was over, the 
congregation moved outside where the 

special visitors (that’s us) were invited to 
each plant a tree behind the church  in cele-
bration of the dedication.  Then it was lunch 

time: chicken 
soup, beef 
soup, pump-

kin, matoke 
(plantain ba-
nanas), red 

millet ugali, 
and water-
melon.  Yum! 

Ibanda is a 
small town, 

literally where 
the pavement 

ends.   So when we continued on the road 

to see a few more churches further out 
than Ibanda we were on some pretty rough 
dirt roads.  Our truck handled the challenge 

with ease. Our hearts were warmed by the 
opportunity to worship with our brothers 
and sisters of Ibanda in praise and thanks-

giving for their new church building.  

This month we were invited to attend the 
dedication of a new church building in 

southwestern Uganda in a town called 
I b a n d a , 
which is 

north of 
M b a r a r a .  
Two of our 

Theological 
E d u c a t i o n 
by Exten-

sion (TEE)  
s t u d e n t s 
come from 

the Ibanda 
c o n g r e g a -

tion so we 
were excited to celebrate the dedication of 
their new church building with them.   

We left for Mbarara, the closest large town, 
on Saturday afternoon immediately after 
TEE.  We were giving several people rides 

to the dedication or to Mbarara 
so our truck was full.  The ride 
to Mbarara is 4 to 5 hours and 

the last bit was driven in the 
dark on a very bad road.  Out of 
nowhere it was completely 

blocked off and a small sign 
pointed us off the road.  So 
down over the edge we go 

onto a parallel gravel road 
that’s handling all the traffic 

while the main road is under 
construction.  It was a bad road. 

We stayed the night in Mbarara and headed 

out early the next morning with Missionary 
Solomon Ayagri who is returning to his 
home country of Ghana in a couple months.  

Solomon took us to see where the church 
in Mbarara worships (on a long patio) as 
well as the site of their new church which is 

currently under construction.  Then we 
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Human Sacrifice in Uganda 
In our preparations for arri-
val in Uganda, we heard 
about witchdoctors and 

some of the bloody sacrifices 
they require to appease the 
various gods who are wor-
shiped and feared in tradi-

tional African religions. But 
we had no idea how fre-
quently this would come up 

in our lives here in Kampala.  
At least once a week ritual 
murders—human sacrifice—

are reported in the major 
daily papers of Kampala.  The 
drive behind the sacrifices is 

usually a desire to generate 
or protect wealth.   To pro-
tect the investment, financ-
ers will shed blood into the 

foundation of a building dur-
ing construction.  People are 
also  sacrificed for the re-

moval and use of body parts 
which hold the most magic—
often the genitals.  Humans 

without blemish are the 
most prized and  those of 

your own blood line hold 
even more magic.  Greater 
sacrifices yield more power 
and protection.  Pray with us 

for an end to this practice 
and that eyes be opened to 
the gift given us through the 
One True and Final Sacrifice, 

through whom our own sal-
vation is worked. 

(until recently) it was the only one that 
didn’t have resident lions.  They believe 
they have a small pride that has just en-

tered the park within the last 
few months but they  don’t 
p o s e  m u c h  d a n g e r 
(apparently).  Our ranger was 
armed with a rifle, though, 
since the park is a nature pre-
serve and the animals are 
wild (and can be dangerous).  
After our amazing 2 hour 
safari walk we had some 
breakfast (“took some tea” 
as they say around here), and 
then did a boat tour of the 
lake.  From our little boat we 

saw dozens of hippos in the water, fish 
eagles, two small crocodiles, and one 12-14 
ft crocodile.  God is so amazing to have 
created all these animals.  Even our drive 

out of the park 
that afternoon 
took us within 
feet of ba-
boons and 
vervet mon-
keys in addi-
tion to all the 
other animals 
we had seen. 

As for white-
water rafting, 
Krista and Mi-

chelle and a few visiting friends  went 
white-water rafting on the Nile river just a 
few km downstream from the headwaters 
at Lake Victoria.  They spent hours on the 
river, including a couple class-5 rapids—
and made it home safe! 

As promised, we have begun to explore 
some of the more tourist-oriented oppor-
tunities in Uganda, starting with going on 
safari.  Af-
ter  the 
dedication 
of the 
church in 
Ibanda, we 
had to pass 
right by 
one of the 
n a t i o n a l 
parks to 
get back to 
K a m p a l a .  
Lake Mburo 
National Park is the only place in Kampala 
where you can see zebras and impalas 
(the animal so fast Chevy named a car 
after it).  Only 15 km down a one-lane dirt 
road is the park entrance 
which we reached just an 
hour before dark.  At the 
park gate already we could 
see that the trip was going 
to be worth it—zebras were 
grazing just 50 yards past 
the gate.  Once we entered 
the park we took an hour to 
drive the 7 km to the camp, 
stopping every few hundred 
feet to gape at the wildlife: 
hundreds of zebras, impalas, 
warthogs, bush buck, water 
buck, topi, and even a hippo grazing in the 
the fading daylight!  We slept that night in 
canvas tents and woke early in the morn-
ing for a 7am safari walk.  This is the only 
park that allows safari walks because 
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Visit us online:  TheTrumps.org 

 
To support our work financially,  

you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support 

1333 s. Kirkwood Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122  

Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission  

and mark the memo line “Trump-Uganda.” 

OR 

Give securely online at http://LCMS.org?13521  

Prayer Requests 

• For the families of victims 

who have lost their lives to 

human sacrifice in Uganda 

• For the witchdoctors and 

those who hire them, that the 

brutality of their actions may 

open their eyes to the 

efficacy of Christ’s all-availing 

sacrifice on the cross 

In Praise  

• For safe journeys to Ibanda, 

Lake Mburo National Park, 

and down the Nile River 

• That the Christian church in 

Uganda has risen up against 

human sacrifice in outspoken 

advocacy for the sanctity of 

all human life, calling 

Ugandan Christians to prayer 

and fasting 

Krista Checks out a Zebra While on Safari 

Safe after Conquering the Nile River 


