
writing to you from Kampala, Uganda March 2010 

FACTS IN FOCUS  
Shauen made matzoh bread 

for the Seder Meal. Although 

matzoh bread has only 2 in-

gredients, flour and water, 

there are 18 steps to make 

KOSHER matzoh bread...  

1-4) Clean everything to make 

it kosher 

5) Pre-heat oven to highest 

temperature 

6) Flour rolling pin 

7) Flour bread peel 

8) Measure kosher flour 

9) Measure water 

10) Set kitchen timer for 18 

minutes 

11) Pour water into flour AS 

you start the 18 minute 

timer 

12) Mix the water and flour in 

the bowl until kneadable 

13) Knead into a firm ball 

14) Roll to 1/8th inch thick 

15) Poke holes all over with a 

fork 

16) Move dough onto bread 

peel and directly onto 

rack in oven 

17) Bake until crisp (only a 

couple minutes) 

18) If all the matzoh is not in 

the oven by the time the 

18-minute timer goes off, 

throw it away and start 

over at step 1. 

...Shauen’s wasn’t kosher. 
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bone for the Seder plates, miraculously 
found horseradish in the store, cut up the 
parsley, poured the salt-water, and put 

together the program 
for the afternoon.  

The main meal fea-
tured more familiar 
Ugandan foods, with 
the exception of the 
matzoh-ball chicken 
soup. Our house-
keeper was willing to 
come in on a Saturday 
to prepare matoke 
(cooking bananas), 
rice, and peanut sauce 
while our guards/gate-
boys helped with roast-
ing 25 sticks of beef 
kebabs. Red wine, red 
grape juice, and some 
Coke and Pepsi 
rounded out the meal.  

With a couple folding 
tables and lots of plas-
tic chairs, we happily 
found that the dining 
and living room accom-
modated seating for 
24! Shauen presided 

over the Seder meal, assigning two of 
the TEE students the role of women (who 
light the candles at the beginning of the 
meal) and the youngest student the role 
of the child (who asks the 4 questions). 
As the meal moved from the ceremonial 
part (no one had ever had horseradish 
before) to the feasting part (featuring the 
more familiar food), the students came to 
life with animated conversation, 
speeches, and repeated expressions of 
appreciation for the experience. And we 
all laughed as the “child” tried to find the 
hidden matzoh. Praise the Lord for these 
students, our friends. We will miss them. 

For Shauen, it has been a joy and privi-
lege teaching Theological Education for 
Evangelism (TEE) here in Uganda with 
coworker Rev. Jacob 
Gillard. Shauen has 
only a couple classes 
left with these students 
who have been such a 
large part of his work 
and life here, and he 
was excited about this 
TEE session in par-
ticular. It’s one thing to 
learn about the  Pass-
over celebration and 
examine the descrip-
tion of the Last Supper 
in Scripture. It is quite 
another to see and feel 
and taste and smell for 
yourself! 

S h a u e n  r i g h t l y 
guessed that none of 
the TEE students had 
ever enjoyed the op-
portunity to participate 
in a Passover Seder 
meal. So for the TEE 
session just before 
Easter (and Maundy 
Thursday, when the Lord’s Supper was 
instituted), Shauen planned a Seder 
meal. At the same time, some friends 
were visiting, including Josiah’s god-
mother, keeping Krista preoccupied. So it 
fell to Shauen to make the preparations 
for the Seder meal, which would be cele-
brated in our little apartment (the upper 
room as one student pointed out) on a 
Saturday afternoon. 

Shauen made the unleavened matzoh 
bread, boiled and then roasted the eggs, 
prepared the apple-based chutney  
called charoseth which represents mor-
tar, boiled and cleaned a chicken leg-

TEE—Seder Meal Celebration 

Ceremonial part complete, feasting is next 

20 TEE students came for the Seder Meal  



pletely obliterated by the mudslide. Hun-
dreds were feared dead—many of them 
children. The landslide in Bududa made 
international headlines.  

The Gospel reading 
for March 6th was 
L u k e  1 3 : 1 - 9 , 
“Repent or perish.” 
Jesus discusses 
recent tragedies 
well-known in Jeru-
salem and gives his 
reply: “Do you think 
these people died 
because they were 
more guilty than all 
the others living in 
Jerusalem? I tell 
you, no! But unless 
you repent, you too 

will all perish.”  We cannot hope to see 
into the hidden God—to understand those 
things He does in His own ways for His 
own purposes. But maybe one of the pur-
poses in such tragedy is to bring us to 
repentance, to bring us to our knees be-
fore the cross, and to give us again that 
free forgiveness won there. 

When we first arrived in Uganda over a 
year ago, we jumped right in and took a 
trip upcountry to the north—see our 
lead article in Jan. 2009’s newsletter. It 
was somehow fitting that as our time 
here is winding down, Shauen would 
take an opportunity to return to Lira.  

The churches in Lira have had a rough 
year—at one time there were as many 
as five congregations here. On this visit, 
only two functioning congregations re-
main. One is out in the bush in the 
shadow of Akia “Mountain.” Being the 
adventurer that Shauen is, he re-
quested the group attempt to summit 
the peak. Granted, it only took 15 min-
utes to get to the top, but it was fun. 

The other congregation is in Ngetta, 
where we had worshiped in a lean-to 
structure last year. Since then, Ngetta 
has been the site of significant activity 
as a Mission Training Center (MTC) 
was built to train regional leaders for 
evangelism and church leadership ac-
tivities. The MTC is very large and not 
quite finished but certainly stood in 
sharp contrast to the little vacant plot of 
ground 100 yards away where the lean-
to church used to “stand.” Praise the 
Lord for His work in Lira! 

When we first arrived in Uganda, Shauen 
frequently assisted in worship at the Kam-
pala congregation. He preached several 
times, led the liturgy, and led Bible Study 
classes. As his other responsibilities began 
to demand more of his 
time, he stepped back 
from that level of work 
in the Kampala congre-
gation.  This month he 
was asked to preach 
one last time to fill in 
for a scheduled 
preacher who wasn’t 
able to come. As 
Shauen prepared his 
sermon that week, 
tragedy struck in 
Uganda.  

Fertile soil is found in 
the shadow of Mount Elgon. The area is 
heavily populated to take advantage of the 
relatively easy farming. But the productive 
land suffered, with crops replacing trees 
and ground cover on the slopes up the 
mountain. After days of unusually heavy 
rainfall, the earth gave way just after dark 
one night. Two small villages were com-
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Prayer Requests 

• That our truck sells at a price 

above our loan balance 

• That Josiah not only endures 

plane rides but loves them 

• For the final preparations of 

our move to Nairobi—Target 

arrival date: April 20th 

In Praise  

• That our car sold in a quick 

and easy transaction 

• That God has provided a 

generous buyer for all of our 

furniture, saving us from 

moving items worth less 

than the cost to move them 

• For a successful Seder Meal 

for our TEE class 

• For what we celebrate this 

very week: Christ’s life, 

death, and resurrection for 

the forgiveness of sin. Praise 

the Lord!   

Preaching on Current Events—Landslide in Bududa 

Worshipping in Ngetta’s MTC in 2010 

Worshiping in Ngetta’s lean-to shelter in 2009 

Shauen refers to the newspaper while preaching 


