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FIELD  NOTES 

THE NEW SLETTER OF SHAUEN & KRISTA TRUMP 

Introducing Elijah Thomas Trump 
least we weren’t worried about safety—the 
route was all major roads, no dark or iso-
lated areas, and our vehicle is capable of 

going through, over, 
or around any road-
block. Leaving the 
house at 1am 
worked out perfectly 
for traffic, although 
the road was no less 
full of potholes for a 
woman in labor. The 
only delay we faced 
was Krista’s scream 
“ S T O P  T H E 
TRUCK” every time 
a  c o n t r a c t i o n 
started—for some 
reason she wasn’t 
keen to hit those 
potholes.  

We reached the hospital in time and 
Krista’s labor progressed well and quickly. 
One change of position resulted in every-

thing happening at 
once, surprising 
Shauen, the doc-
tor, and the nurs-
ing staff. The doc-
tor didn’t even 
have time to get 
her gloves on as 
she literally caught 
the baby. Elijah 
Thomas Trump 
was born healthy 
and strong at 
3:35am on De-
cember 22nd, 
2011. This meant, 

of course, that in the States, 8 to 10 hours 
behind us, his grandparents could say, 
“My grandson was just born tomorrow!” 

On Christmas Day Elijah was born again 
in baptism—sharing his baptismal birthday 
with Josiah. Praise the Lord for Elijah! 

Late on the night of December 21st, as 
Krista puttered around before crawling into 
bed, she said to Shauen, “Oh, that’s defi-
nitely a contrac-
tion!” Shauen im-
mediately turned 
off his bedside 
lamp, rolled over, 
and commenced 
attempting to get a 
few moments of 
sleep before we got 
into full-blown la-
bor. Now in his de-
fense, when Josiah 
was born two years 
ago, Krista labored 
for something like 
20 hours and we 
were up the whole 
night until the baby 
was born at noon the next day. Shauen 
was just keen to get a little sleep so he 
could function and support Krista as she 
labored more intensely later on. Well…  

From the initial 
contraction, the 
next followed just 
ten minutes later 
and the next 9 
minutes after that. 
It rapidly became 
apparent this baby 
wasn’t taking a 
leisurely route into 
life outside the 
womb. Within an 
hour it was obvi-
ous this was going 
to be a MUCH 
faster labor than it had been with Josiah.  

The hospital drive had been a serious con-
cern for us. The drive from our house to 
the Aga Khan University Hospital can take 
20 minutes (zero traffic in the middle of the 
night) or 3 hours (weeknight rush-hour). At 

The Family Ready to Go Home the Same Day 



In the shadow of Tanzania’s Mt. Kili-
manjaro, the small and conservative 
Lutheran Church of East Africa 
(LCEA) goes about the work God has 
put before them. On theological 
grounds they stand 
apart from the much 
larger Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania. They 
have been partners 
in mission with the 
Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod for 
several years.  

The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Kenya (ELCK), just north, has hun-
dreds of congregations, including one 
less than 15 miles across the border 
from an LCEA congregation! But 
these two conserva-
tive Lutheran church 
bodies have never 
met as peers.  

This month Shauen 
facilitated a visit be-
tween these sister 
churches. The Tan-
zanians traveled to 
Kenya and spent a 
full day visiting with 
the ELCK’s officers. 
Shauen, of course, excused himself 
from this peer-to-peer visit.  

But the next day Shauen picked up 
the Tanzanians and took them out 
West. They visited a typical ELCK 
congregation, the ELCK Seminary, 
the ELCK’s Mission Training Center 

manager, the office 
that oversees the 
ELCK deaconesses, 
and even a brief visit 
to Lake Victoria in 
response to a special 
request—one of the 
visiting pastors had 
never seen a lake or 
even seen a man fish 
before!  

As a result of this 
visit, the LCEA is applying for scholar-
ships to send two pastors and two 
deaconess candidates to the ELCK’s 
seminary. They expect to initiate a 

new office of deacon-
ess in their church.  
Archbishop Obare of 
the ELCK is preparing 
to travel to Moshi in 
2012 to consecrate 
Bishop Jesse Angowi 
of the LCEA. Two 
conservative Lu-
theran Churches 
have been encour-
aged, edified, and 
made stronger by the 

bond they now share. Praise the Lord! 

Bringing Partners Together 

Contact Info 

Shauen & Krista Trump 

PO Box 22 

Karen  00502, Kenya 

 

Shauen.Trump@LCMS.org 

Krista.Trump@LCMS.org 

 

Visit us online:  TheTrumps.org 
 

To support our work financially,  

you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support 

PO Box 790089 / St. Louis, MO 63179-0089  

Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission  

and mark the memo line “Trump-East Africa.” 

OR 

Give securely online at http://LCMS.org/trump 

Prayer Requests 

• For a safe recovery from 

delivery for Krista and Elijah 

• For Josiah as he adapts to 

being a big brother 

• For the developing 

partnership between 

Tanzania’s LCEA and 

Kenya’s ELCK 

 

In Praise  

• For Krista’s good health 

and the health of Elijah 

• For Elijah’s baptism on 

Christmas Day—the 

greatest Christmas gift ever 

• For the dedication of the 

ELCK’s new hospital 

Dedication of ELCK Hospital in Kisumu 
Megan Dooms, our volunteer  in Ki-
sumu, says, “You should have seen 
the Kenyans stare at you when you 
started speaking Swahili!” Shauen 
was privileged to be present at the 
dedication of a new hospital in west-
ern Kenya—the first hospital affiliated 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Kenya. Shauen was asked to repre-
sent the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod at the dedication and he made 
a small speech of congratulations in 
both Swahili and English. This marks 
a milestone in Shauen’s language 
work and in the ELCK. Praise the 
Lord for this new hospital and 
Shauen’s hard work in Swahili! 

LCEA Officers and Shauen 

Rev. Abel Cautiously Holds a Fish 

Shauen Speaks While Rev. David  

Chuchu DOESN’T Translate 


