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Photos in Focus 
On Retreat in Ghana 

FIELD  NOTES 

THE NEW SLETTER OF SHAUEN & KRISTA TRUMP 

Short-term Team Rejuvenates Career Staff 
to Ghana to lead a time of worship and fel-
lowship for some of our LCMS missionaries 
and personnel from Lutheran Bible Transla-
tors. This team led daily devotions, Bible 
studies, and worship services and provided 
child care—a collection of elements that 

missionaries al-
most never get to 
enjoy.  We sang 
r e s o u n d i n g 
hymns that eve-
ryone knew, our 
children met oth-
ers just like them-
selves, we were 
edified in the 
Word, and we 
f e l l o w s h i pp e d 
together. Praise 
the Lord for this 

time of encouragement and support and for 
this creative, capable, and dedicated short 
term team. Their service to us enables us to 
continue in service to others. 

Interested in a short-term mission trip? 
There are a million ways to serve abroad 
but there is one particular short-term team 
activity that stands out above all others for 
its long-term impact. It is spoken of in glow-
ing terms for months and years afterwards. 
It is that one-
week activity 
devoted to re-
freshing, rejuve-
nating, and rein-
vigorating pro-
fessional mis-
sionaries who 
have dedicated 
their lives and 
careers to Gos-
pel proclamation 
a w a y  f r o m 
home.  

In March, staff and members of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Trenton, MI and Calvary 
Lutheran Church in Lincoln Park, MI came 

Why There is So Much Food in Our Pantry 
Easter. No butter for carrot cake. No butter 
for Shauen’s butter-cream frosting. In fact, 
butter only made one appearance in the 
next six weeks: available in limited supply, 
rationed, and sold out in a few hours—
before we got to the store.  

Tears and requests to go home are fre-
quent when Krista encounters unexpect-
edly missing common ingredients. She’s 
enormously upset by the butter-free birth-
day cake with melting butter-less butter-
cream frosting—even though it was tasty. 
These kind of challenges, Shauen says, 
take a baker from “good” to “exceptional.” 
Krista stepped up to the butter-free birthday 
challenge with a redo: she made Shauen a 
lemon cheesecake from homemade cream 
cheese, topped with homemade candied 
lemons. So we survived this “hardship.” But 
now we keep about 2 pounds of butter on 
hand all the time. You know, just in case. 

Krista has become a master chef and 
baker, mandated by her situation to cook 
virtually everything by-hand and from-
scratch and seizing every opportunity 
(excuse) to practice her culinary art. She 
faces plenty of challenges here, from mixers 
that die within months of purchase to the 
lack of normal or affordable Western ingre-
dients. Perhaps the most frustrating, 
though, is the lack of consistency in the 
supply chain for East Africa.  

As Krista prepared menus for Easter dinner, 
lunch for a large group, and Shauen’s birth-
day all within one week, she presumed that 
butter would be available—as it normally is. 
Easter pies, carrot cake with lunch, and 
Shauen’s birthday food wish list (cinnamon 
rolls, birthday cake, etc.) all relied on butter.  

From the beginning of April no butter was 
available in Kenya. Anywhere. No butter for 

Retreat Team & Participants (photo by Rick Steenbock) 



One of the first questions guests often 
ask is, “Pastor Trump, do you speak 
S w a h i l i ? ” 
Shauen will of-
ten hesitate and 
then say, “Yes 
and no.” It’s 
unfortunately a 
question that 
brings pangs of 
guilt every time 
we hear it.  

A missionary’s 
first 2-year term 
on any field 
should be dedi-
cated to lan-
guage learning. 
Language is the 
foundation of 
cultural under-
standing. To-
gether they are 
the root from 
which all other 
work grows. 
This is the top 
priority for any 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
missionary. 

Ideally, our fam-
ily would have 
been sent to a village for our first two 
years, separated, “protected” if you 
will, from the work that would eventu-

ally consume as much time as we 
could dedicate to it. We regret that it 

wasn’t an option 
for us. There 
just isn’t the 
staff available in 
our area to sus-
tain the field 
office in an ex-
t ended ab -
sence. Instead, 
we have to try 
and learn lan-
guage in addi-
tion to other re-
sponsi b i l i t i es 
which are often 
overwhelming. 

“Pastor Trump, 
do you speak 
Swahili?” “Yes 
and no. Mostly 
no. But I’m try-
ing. I must try.” 
In May Shauen 
went back to 
l a n g u a g e 
school for an 
intensive two-
week course to 
jump-start his 
language learn-

ing again. Pray for an ease of his 
other responsibilities so he can dedi-
cate time to this important task. 

Language. Yes, Language Again. 

Contact Info 

Shauen & Krista Trump 

PO Box 22 

Karen  00502, Kenya 

 

Shauen.Trump@LCMS.org 

Krista.Trump@LCMS.org 

 

Visit us online:  TheTrumps.org 
 

To support our work financially,  

you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support 

PO Box 790089 / St. Louis, MO 63179-0089  

Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission  

and mark the memo line “Trump-East Africa.” 

OR 

Give securely online at http://LCMS.org/trump 

Prayer Requests 

• For our general health as 

the cold winter sets in 

• For the work of Lutheran 

Bible Translators in West 

Africa 

• For Shauen to be able to 

focus on Swahili 

In Praise  

• For the opportunity to be 

with our co-workers and 

friends for fellowship and 

rejuvenation on retreat 

• For the dedicated service of 

the short-term team from 

Michigan 

• For our landlord’s 

responsiveness and the 

repairs on our home 

Ongoing Repairs by our Landlord 
Clockwise from top right: 
Repairing a 2-year-
old leak; 1/4-inch 
cracks in walls; Col-
lapsing sidewalks, 
Underpinning the 
foundation; Flooding 

And Studying Flashcards in the Evenings 

Shauen In the Intermediate Intensive Class 


