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Father/Son Trip to Shinyanga, TanzaniaPhotos in Focus
Ethiopian Food There's a delicate balance be-

tween the noise of a toy wind-up
car and the distraction of an un-
entertained five-
year old. Sitting
in the front row of
the graduation
ceremony, excit-
ed to be there
but conscientious
of Josiah's needs
and pa t ience ,
Shauen momen-
tarily questioned
his wisdom (or
maybe his sani-
ty?) in assuring Krista that he
could come to the graduation and
ordinations in Tanzania with Josi-
ah. “It'll be fun! C'mon, Krista, he's
on school break – he'll do fine...” 

He did fine, of course, thanks to a
backpack full of snacks and a
Papa willing to
buy the cheap
plastic car at
the little shop
ou t s i d e t he
cathedral (and
electronics in
desperate
times). So for
the Saturday
graduation
ceremony of
the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran
Church in Tanzania's SouthEast
o f L a k e V i c t o r i a D i o c e s e
(SELVD), Shauen and Josiah sat
in the front row as requested – at
least for a while. 

The SELVD just concluded a two-
year long special training program

for Evangelists and Deaconesses
leading to a certificate in Pastoral
or Deaconess Studies and ordina-

t i o n f o r t h e
evangelists.
The evangelists
have already
received train-
ing within the
Diocese, some
in the Mission
Training Center
( M T C ) p r o-
g r a m , a n d
some in Bible
Schools. The

Lutheran Church—Missour i
Synod's Concordia Theological
Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Indiana
sponsored the module-based
training in Shinyanga, sending
professors from across the world
to provide one or two-week inten-

sives over two
years . Th is
m o n t h , a l l
those Evan-
ge l i s t s and
Deaconesses
graduated
and received
their cert i f i-
cates from the
F t . W a y n e
Seminary. As
for the ordina-
t i o n a n d

installation service on Sunday
morning, Josiah and I spent most
of those hours outside – a little
easier environment for a five-year
old. Praise the Lord for his pastors
and deaconesses in Tanzania and
for a little father/son time!

Rev. Dr. Larry Rast Presents a
Certificate to a Graduate

Josiah and Shauen on the road 



New Missionaries Accept Call to Ethiopia
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Three missionary units have
accepted calls to join the Kenya
team. Miss Julie McManus will
serve as an Early Childhood
Development
Specialist,
initially tasked
with assisting
t w o f a m i l i e s
with children as
they begin the
transition to the
K e n y a f i e l d .
Rev. Jonathan
Clausing wi l l
s e r v e a s a
Mission Training Center (MTC)
Coordinator and Facilitator for the
wider East Africa area where a

number of church bodies use the
LCMS MTC program and others
are eager to start.  John Wolf will
serve as a Project Manager and

Coordinator
for the Africa
region
supporting the
church bodies
we work with
in developing,
writing,
executing,
and
administering
the projects

they request. All three will be
based in Nairobi, Kenya. Praise
the Lord for His workers!

Prayer Requests
• For wisdom, discernment, and 

patience for Shauen and Krista 
in their work as spouses, 
parents, and missionaries

• For the Stinnett and Rabe 
families being sent to Ethiopia

• For the McManus, Clausing, 
and Wolf families being sent to 
Kenya

In Praise 
• For our recent Area Retreat in 

Zambia

• For the opportunities we see 
opening for the LCMS in Africa 

• For those individuals and 
families God has raised up as 
new missionaries to meet  
opportunities across Africa 

Two missionary units have ac-
cepted the call to serve with the
LCMS in Ethiopia. Rev. Eric Stin-
nett and Rev. Mark Rabe and
their families will serve in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia at the EECMY's
Mekane Yesus Seminary.

Although ac-
cept ing the
call is a signif-
icant event in
the process of
getting to the
f ie ld , t he re
are still many
more steps to
go for both
the missionar-
ies and the
Ethiopia field.
For mission-
aries, there is the process of
handing over their current calls,
selling and giving stuff away,
downsizing,  moving, attending
missionary orientation, building a
support network, dealing with the
grief of saying goodbye and han-
dling the uncertainty of the life
ahead.  

For the Ethiopia field, work permit

paperwork needs to be compiled
and submitted (including “authen-
ticated copies of university
degrees”), housing arranged, the
mechanics of purchasing vehicles
and accessing funds on the field
explored, how the missionaries

will fit into the
structure of
the partner
church dis-
cussed,
where they
will worship,
how they will
receive emo-
tional support
and spiritual
c a r e , h o w
they will be
or iented to

the general Africa context and to
their unique place, where they will
do language work, and so forth. 

The LCMS is excited to be send-
ing a team to teach at the
semina ry i n Add is Ababa ,
Ethiopia. Please pray for those
who have accepted calls to this
great work as they prepare for de-
ployment!
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